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About Our School
           Offering small, independent & progressive 
                      K-8 education in Marin since 1981
Background Snapshot
· Started in 1981 in Fairfax by international educator Ann Barar (Evans.) 
· The original teachers and parents wanted to establish a school that is a committed and connected community for their children.
· They felt their children’s success lay in the relationship between teachers and children.
· The original foundation is based on Dewey’s model of progressive education and Barar’s experience.

· Three basic tenets secure this philosophy 1) small student to teacher ratio 2) a familial atmosphere which includes community meeting and cross-age learning 3) a sense of student responsibility and ability to affect positive change in the world. 

· Peggy Tunder, first teacher hired, continues to be a guiding inspiration in learning, theater, sign language and child development.
What Sets Us Apart 

Our uniquely small size (55 students) and the degree to which our intimate learning environment enables us to know, engage and stretch each student; our strong, vibrant and caring community of students, teachers and parents; our experienced and skilled staff; our progressive and balanced program that challenges students to think deeply, construct meaning, and exhibit knowledge not only in core subjects, but in a rich array of arts and language specialist subjects and in PE; our devotion to live green and consider the environment in all we do, our exciting music and performing arts innovations,  and amazing school-wide trips and performances.
Our Parents Say it All
“Cascade Canyon is truly a hidden gem, quietly nestled on the edge of the woods, on the outskirts of the town of Fairfax. You can find the school site easily, but you have to look deeper, you have watch the students and the teachers for a moment, before you truly find Cascade Canyon. Then, you will be amazed by the spirit of this community.” 

“You'll see little children included in older children's games. You'll see a young teenager run to help a younger student. You'll see a five year old, a nine year old and a twelve year old engage in an intellectual conversation. As an educator, working in the field for over twenty years, I have seen schools struggle with how to teach social responsibility. At Cascade Canyon social responsibility is happening. And it's a beautiful thing to see!”

“The beauty of Cascade Canyon is the diverse academic and creative environment that engages students continuously. As a parent of two Cascaders, I see first hand that they want to go to school every day. They know and I know they will be challenged, nurtured, respected and accepted for who they are. They are empowered to speak their thoughts in a supportive environment and they know they are part of a loving community of peers, teachers and parents.”
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Experience Extraordinary Education
         www.cascadecanyon.org
